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| By: Alexander Maric 


In an atnosphere of calu, free, frank, open discussion, there arc 


‘no problens that cannot be resolved by men of good wille 
i We have no desire to antagonize = but have a sincere wish to cone 
ciliates 


In this atnosphore, I feel that we can shed some light - rather than 
enerate heat ~ regarding the recommendations of this Comission and the 


" pecommendatdons: of the Police Director and his supporters. 

For the ec, this Camission - has expressed itself ~ on several 
occasions =- camending the well-deserved reputation for lay enforcement 
‘ie apprehension =- earned by the nenbers of the Police Departnent of- 
this Citye 

I quote fron uy release of March 3, 1963 = (a copy of which I sent 
i the Director of Police) = quote; "I can see why Police resist having this 
abot —. Police work at best is a thankless task in any metropolitan 
oonters Director Dominick Spina is doing an pers job with an un- 
: 3 dormaanned Cepartuent. As chairman of the lewark Inman Rights Comission, 
: I aina hid ch his record for the first eight months. He is an 
alert and efficient leader of men. We shall continue to respect hia 
judgment and his loyalty to his force, even though ve shall maintain 
our right to disagree with hin on the efficiency and objectivity of a 
Police Advisory Doard"--.unquotes 
|The right to disagree --Ladies and Gentlemen ~ is not un-American, 
Rathe r, the right af disagreenent is an ingredient of Lar enforeenent 


"inherent in our system of government, 
= It ds my intention to shed Light - rather than generato heat. 


"AAD of you are antler with the obj nii ce bide a 45) 
harmonious relationships beteen groups with various ethnic, ro- 
8, racial and national origin backgrounds, 

~ The members of the Police Force and thoir families compose a fair 
siaod group end with this oooupational similarity - have several basic 

interests = shared by all ite mmbers, lovever, oven within this group = 
ve have s ub-groups = Joined together by rank = by race - by national origine 
Mids de thoir right to Join together whore camon interests can best be 

O Similarly, in this cammnity, a good sized proportion of our popula- 
tion = 38% by our 1958 Report by ilarket Planning = are Negroes. 

| T his group also has expressed itself where common interests are 
involvede One urea of express ion = concerned itself with attitudes about 


Polico Itinority Group Relationshipso J 
Because of these attitudes, this Camission, on June 26, 1962, fon- 
warded a serios of rooamondáticna to the thon ilayor-Elect = suggesting 
that on the attitude of Polico-linority Group interactions, a means be 
fone for improving = quotes 'Polico-Cammnity Relationships". unquote =- 
ahi asong other die on a proposed agonda for action, requested guidance 
in Point h of a 6 Point Tenorandune 
| Point le "To Howeton a cammnity-tride progran to improve police= 
carmnity relations", 


On July 15, 1962, a similar memorandum vas presented to the Hayore 
This menorandun included a request for a Police-Comwnity Relations Of- 
ficer = to quotes "To work with individual police officers, The Police 
Acadeny and the Departuent in promoting botter police -comunity feel- T 
ings as regards to the treatment of minority groups and to improve the 


inge of the policonan anong complaining groups and persons” unquoteo 
i i ; 


tes of the Ordinance creating the Commissione 
‘The recomendations of this Camission aro intended only to provide 
proga an for progress in the field of intorgroup relations, 
‘If the Diroctor T Polico and the representatives of the various 


mt a aN Camission =- we respect their right to disagrees 
If mr purposes o tho same - improved comwnity relationships =- 
we do not claim any one way is bost - to accomplish this purposes 
| 3 noo we havo nade our position as clear ae possible = and have 
saod cur opinions to tho aiinistrative head of this City = ve have 
no desire to antagonize - but have a sincere koh to REEE 


I repeat: l 


no 
t 
| 


In an atacephere n free, frank, open discussion - there are — 
‘no problaus that cannot be resolved by men of good will," i 
| 
| This, ladies and gentionen = is tho wish of the Comission as Iy 


} 
ts Chairman, understand it. 


I would Like to go on to the next order of business ~ on our agenda = 
bub will leave the floor opon - if there is a request for discussions 


